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The 

 

I have said in multiple settings that “it is easier to go to a consistent extreme than to live at the center of biblical tension.”  In 

that sense, it is easier to carve out a Christian life in the world that is completely disengaged with the culture or completely  

accommodated to the culture, than it is to carve out a Christian life that is faithfully engaging the culture from the “Faith once 

Delivered” to us.  My sermon on May 22, Trinity Sunday, sought to address a concern through the lens of our confession of 

Trinity.  This has generated a measure of discussion and many questions about my meaning.   
 

I began by seeking a faithful expression of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. Subsequently, I gave three reasons for why this 

affirmation of the Holy Trinity is important today.  First, the doctrine of the Holy Trinity matters as we stand with the           

persecuted Church who endures great hardship for this confession especially as it stands against ISIS and the Muslim view of 

Allah.  Second, the doctrine matters as it guides us in the embracing and welcoming character of love.  When the church lives 

in love toward others, the poor, the alien, those different from ourselves, we are demonstrating that God is love (1 John 4:8) 

which I said is uniquely a Trinitarian statement in Scripture.   
 

It was my final point of application that evoked so much response.  I said the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity means we cannot 

affirm the dualism that has become so prevalent in our culture.  Dualism, in simple definition, divides something into two     

opposing components. The dualism which concerns me is the dividing of the human person between body and psyche as      

opposite and opposing principles of being human and the consequent valuing the non-material dimension as “real” and 

“determinative” while devaluing the corporeal (body) as “false” and “problematic.”   
 

If that were all I said, I suspect few persons would have become engaged in the conversation.  However, I spoke of the         

philosophies fueling the “bathroom” debate nationally.  My comments were not seeking to stake out a position on HB2 (the 

Public Facilities Privacy and Security Act).  This law does impact us, and a Christian citizenry must engage in discussions 

about the shape and character of our common life together.   
 

However, my comments were occasioned by what I perceive to be the philosophical notions of the Justice Department's        

response to HB2 and of the Administration's directives regarding restrooms to all school systems within our 50 states.  When 

the coercive power of the Federal Government is wedded to a philosophy, we should understand that philosophy.  When that 

philosophy is a form of mind-body dualism, I am alarmed because dualism has been used in the past to justify atrocities against 

human beings.   
 

The government stakes out its position by discounting the body as in any way providing a normative sense of who one is.  This 

is a radical division between the material and the immaterial characteristics of being human. This discounting of an essential 

characteristic of our humanity is in itself dehumanizing.  C.S. Lewis noted in The Abolition of Man that for the wise of old the 

cardinal concern was conforming the soul to reality.  The solution was knowledge, self-discipline and virtue.  The modern age 

has a different question, how to subdue reality to human desires.  Since, the reality of the body is difficult to ignore and to    

subdue, another course is to discount it and treat the body as insignificant to any discussion of personhood.  This is a type of 

dualism. 
 

The doctrine of the Holy Trinity blesses the world with a corresponding and elevated doctrine of humanity (anthropology).  As 

with the Trinity of whom we seek neither to confound the persons nor to divide the substance, we do not seek to speak of     

human beings without recognizing the diversity of the person (body and soul, or body, soul, and spirit) and also the unity of the 

person (I am one being).  When God created human beings in God’s own image, God did not say, “Whoops, where did all that 

body come from?”  No, God said, “Let us create man in our image.”  God created the human person with a unity of both body 

and soul, material and immaterial dimensions, and God pronounced it “good.” 

(continued on page 2) 
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Garber Stephen Ministry News   
 

Please congratulate and welcome Mary Ballard, John Norton, and Karen    
Norton, who will be commissioned as Stephen Ministers on June 12th at the 
11am service in the sanctuary.  They have been called by God to serve and have 
undergone 50 hours of extensive training in providing compassionate Christian 
care.  Among the many training topics covered were the art of listening,       
maintaining confidentiality, and offering spiritual care through life transitions such 
as job moves, illnesses, divorce, births, and deaths.  The experiences that      
Stephen Ministers face encompass a wide variety of needs among members of 
our church family, but the common thread that binds us is knowing that Christ 
works through us to provide comfort and healing.  Our unofficial motto is “God 
does not call the equipped; he equips those whom he calls.”   
 

Sue Webb, Garber’s congregation care coordinator and senior adult       
minister, also took the training to enhance her care giving skills. We, as a church, 
are blessed to have Mary, John and Karen serving in Stephen Ministry, and Sue 
visiting members unable to attend regular church services. 

(continued from page 1) 

 

American dualism is dividing the unity, treating the material and the immaterial as in conflict, and privileging the immaterial as 

absolute in its goodness and the body as disordered from that goodness or a problem to it. 
 

The immediate consequence of the Administration's direction is we are no longer guided by material (objective) realities in our 

treatment of people or accommodations of their needs.  Rather, we must give full weight and consideration to one's immaterial 

(subjective) sense. This “slippery slope” will ultimately be untenable for the wholesome functioning of a society.                    

Hyper-individualism leads to each doing what is right in his/her own eyes, a biblical description of anarchy.  Hyper-bifurcated-

psychoindividualism is more worrisome still as any desire can now make a claim for accommodation.  Lewis warned us that 

power over nature is often the power of some people over other people using nature as a tool.  This new “power” to divide the 

person and privilege the psyche will, I fear, give new justification for a pattern of abuse and atrocity that can develop when we 

no longer treat human beings with a sense of the unity of the person (material and immaterial). 
 

It has happened before, and it can happen again.  Ancient dualism believed the material world to be evil and the immaterial to be 

good. This, among some, led to terrible behaviors.  Modern psychic dualism is staking out similar ground, albeit, without using 

the descriptive and obvious "good" and "evil" categories.  This is the path the Administration has chosen.  Are we wise to think 

ourselves immune from the eventual abuses? 
 

The framers of the Constitution understood the dangers to a people when the government “established” a particular religion.  

Philosophical dualism has, at times, been overtly religious as with the Gnostics. At other times, it has been more philosophical. 

Given the coercive power of government and the human history of governments’ injury to human beings, I am not comfortable 

when the federal government begins to force its dominant philosophical notion upon the people.  Yet government is not the only 

actor.  People can mistreat people without government help.  I am convinced that dualism will not lead us to a more respectful 

treatment of others but to one that is harsher and more cruel. 
 

Ancient Christians ardently resisted dualism especially in its anti-body (antisomaticism) Gnostic form. The Bible could speak of 

glorifying God in the body, the body as the temple of the Holy Spirit, and the resurrection of the body.  Consequently these    

believers  were well positioned to speak of and to act for the dignity of the human person, to rescue those thrown away into 

Rome's garbage heaps, and to change the mind of generations because they understood that God the Holy Trinity created the 

human person, with material and immaterial dimensions, as unified in the image of God.  We also need to be ready for this     

witness to grace. 
 

My concern is that Garber Christians be shaped by the Gospel and its lens for how we see the world and how we treat people.  

Prevailing notions need to be evaluated in light of the faith.  The alternative is to be shaped by the prevailing notions because we 

have not allowed our faith confession to be a starting point for how we consider the matters before us. 

 

David A. Banks 
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What’s Happening In Children’s Ministry???  

  Playground Playtime 

 

Join us as we enjoy our new Garber playground 
and have fun with our friends!  Bring a snack, 

a parent(s), and join us as at 4:00pm for  
playtime before heading to the Wednesday 

Night Communion service.   

Playground Playtime is open to all children as 
long as they have a parent to accompany them.   

Communion begins at 5:00 p.m.  
and ALL are welcome.   

 

Playground Playtime  
will meet the 2nd Wednesday of the summer months: 

June 8th 
July 13th 

August 10th 
 

We hope to see you and your family there!  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!! 
We need YOU this summer to help make VBS and Adventure Camp a HUGE success! 

 Both camps, VBS and Adventure Camp, will be the week of July 18th - 22nd.   
If you are interested and available to help, please contact Laura Wilkins at  

laurawilkins02@yahoo.com or call the church office, 637-4022.   
LOTS of volunteers needed...crew leaders, market shop helpers, station leaders, and 

more!  Come join the fun and help share the love of our God with our Garber  
children and the community! Volunteer sign-up sheets will also be available in the  

Courtyard and Atrium on Sundays in June...come sign up! 
 

Do you have 
SPECIAL INTERESTS  

in any of the following? 
 

Each day at VBS we will open an  

Egyptian Market Place 
where children will come and  
experience daily life in Egypt! 

 

In the Market you will see… 
 Basket Weaving 

 Brick Making 
 Paper Making and Hieroglyphics 

 Jewelry Making 
 The Embalmers Workshop 

 Ancient Egyptian Food Shop 
 

If you are interested in sharing your 
knowledge with our VBS children, please 

contact Laura Wilkins at  
laurawilkins02@gmail.com  
to get more information!   
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My heartfelt thanks to the Garber family for your thoughts, concerns and prayers during my daughter's 
surgery, my brother's passing, and safety as I travelled. My daughter is fully recovered, and my brother 
has been reunited with his wife and other family members. It is such a blessing to be part of Garber 
Church. God is good!!  Britt Bendy 

Dear Lara Lee,  Thank you and the ASP team for your recent generous gift of service to Camp Don Lee.  Cabin 2 was in 

real need of repair, paint and shingles.  Now it looks wonderful!  Our water and archery sheds look much better with 

paint and the carpentry work.  Also, the paint scrapping on the Chapel will allow us to make the final touches on that 

project. 
 

Please know how much we appreciate your love, prayers, service, and support of this ministry that services more than 

20,000 guests annually.  May God bless you as you’ve blessed us with your gift of time and talent. 
 

Grace and peace,  Kate Metts and Staff 

Camp Don Lee 

Dear Rudy and Team,  Thank you for you generous gift of service to Camp Don Lee.  The new shingles on Cabin 2 and 

the carpentry work on the Chapel were greatly needed.  We also are grateful to the four men who came down to finish 

up. 
 

Please know how much we appreciate your love, prayers, service, and support of this ministry that services more than 

20,000 guests annually.  May God bless you as you’ve blessed us with your gift of time and talent. 
 

Grace and peace,  Kate Metts and Staff 

Director, Camp Don Lee 

The Garber UMW praise God for his goodness to us.  Because of the generosity of 

our congregation, we raised $2,050 (plus approximately $100 from our sale of     

RADA products) to be given to local missions.  We THANK YOU. 
 

“Now therefore, our God, We thank You And praise Your glorious name.”   

1 Chronicles 29:13 (NKJV) 

For prayers, flowers, cards, visits, food and love we give 

thanks, our love and appreciation!  We love Garber 

UMC.  Dan and Bettie Atha 

You will find many fine new books on our Garber library 

shelves, thanks to a morning of processing books spent by our 

volunteers:  Carole Stokes, Patty McGuirl, 

Peggy Phelps and Sandy Baker.  Check out 

fiction and non-fiction in our third floor     

library.  Coleen Brock 

HIGH SCHOOL CONFIRMATION CLASS: 
 

Are you a high school student who has yet to be confirmed?  Are you a high school student who would like or 

who needs to refresh your confirmation?   
 

A High School Class is beginning Sunday, Sept. 25, 3:30 - 5:00p.m.  The first unit will include the High School 

FUEL Retreat on the October 21 - 23 weekend, and it will conclude with the Pilgrimage Weekend November 18 - 

20.   

 

The second unit will resume in January and conclude with Ash Wednesday, Mar. 1. The third unit will resume in 

mid-March.  Confirmation is on Pentecost Sunday, June 4. 
 

If you have and interest or would like to discuss this, please speak with Pastor David. 
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MOSAIC NEWS 
 

Twenty participants enjoyed a day trip to Oriental on May 17. Across the water, we traveled by ferry 

to the Minnesott landing and then on in to the Marina where beautiful sailboats and ships were 

docked. Walking along the waterfront and visiting several shops in the warm breeze and sunshine of 

this beautiful spring day made for a glorious time for all. We ended the day with a delicious meal at 

Brantley’s Village Restaurant before traveling back to New Bern. 
 

We were reminded of what scripture says about water; God first separates the waters above from 

the waters below, then creates the earth out of the waters. (Genesis 1:1-2) Once the earth is 

formed, He places all living things, including humans, on the earth -  

all dependent on water for continued life. Water is a gift from God.  

God is the, “drink from the river” and the fountain of life. (Psalm 36:8-9).  

He is the “living water” that never leaves us thirsty (John 4:10-14). 

“How great is God—beyond our understanding...He draws up the drops of water, which  

distill as rain to the streams; the clouds pour down their moisture and abundant showers 

fall on mankind” (Job 36:26-28 NIV) 
 

Join us for this upcoming MOSAIC sponsored event: 
 

Adults and children of all ages are invited  

to come out to the ballpark on June 18! 

See the MUDCATS play at a Five County Stadium in Zebulon! 

Game time is 6:00pm with Garber tailgating at 5:00pm (bring your favorite food/beverage 

to share); hotdogs, etc. are available at the game along with fun activities    

for kids after each inning. 
 

If you did not get tickets through Sue and would still like to go and tailgate with us, 

you can purchase tickets at the gate. 
 

Let’s have a BIG turnout of Garber families at this summer event!  

Put it on your calendar now! 

Matthew’s Minute 
 

Summer is a time when new persons often move into the New Bern community as well as others who 

might be exploring to find a church home. Let me encourage you to reach out to others around you in    

worship Sunday morning and introduce yourself.   
 

People are often concerned with offending someone - so one approach is to say, “I’m __________ and I 

haven’t met you before.”  A friendly handshake and a warm smile make a positive influence for Christ! 
 

If you are newer to Garber, our next Connection Coffee is scheduled for Sunday, August 7 at 9:30 am in Room 123.  It is a 

good opportunity to meet the pastors, staff, and learn more about Garber Church. Our next ACCESS membership class will be 

offered beginning Sunday, September 11 for 4 weeks.  We will meet September 11, 18, 25 and October 2 from 9:30 - 10:30am 

in Room 224. 
 

Welcome new members! 

Brandon and Alaina Casebolt  live at 110 7th Street in New Bern and have a  three-year-old son, Cole.  Brandon is a cytology 

assistant at Carolina East Medical Center, and Aliana is a teacher at Craven Early College.  Brandon enjoys basketball and 

fishing, and Aliana enjoys traveling, reading, boating, relaxing at the beach, and time with family and friends.  They joined 

May 22 at the 8am Sanctuary service. 
 

Donald and Patricia Margarita live at 101 Bayswater Court in River Bend.  Donald is a truck driver instructor at Craven 

Community College and also a retired local pastor in The United Methodist Church serving in the Western North Carolina 

Annual Conference. Patricia is a homemaker.  They joined May 22 at the Morris Hall service. 
 

Don and Gloria Parker live at 317 Barbara Drive in River Bend.  Don is retired but stays busy with property management and 

enjoys house remodeling projects.  Gloria works as a church secretary in Jacksonville and likes to read, garden, and work out.  

They also joined May 22 at the Morris Hall service. 
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I have been doing the Kingswood program from the very        

beginning - so that makes a lot of years. Garber and its        

volunteers should be very proud of the difference they have 

made in the lives of these children. I am happy to be a part of 

it. Peggy Phelps 

Kingswood notes. . . 
 

 Another year has come and gone in the Kingswood After School Ministry and once again I am blessed 

beyond measure to have been able to spend my days with the volunteers, drivers, kids, teachers, and parents 

who make up our Kingswood Family!  God’s fingerprints are everywhere in Kingswood and we continue to be 

blessed by all in our church and community who love on the Kingswood Kids all year long!  Here are some   

comments from some of our volunteers this year. . . 

I have volunteered for the past five years in 

the Kingswood after school program on a full 

time basis.  Each year, I have watched with 

amazement at what God is doing through this 

ministry of Garber church. Young lives are    

being shaped and minds and hearts changed 

through the ongoing outpouring of love from 

the program's leader and so many wonderful 

volunteers. What a joy it is to know that we are 

contributing to these young lives in such an   

impactful way.  Hearing of their continued   

successes after they have graduated, just     

really warms my heart. I feel so blessed to be a 

part of this ministry at Garber UMC. 
 

Sue Webb 

When I retired from teaching, Kingswood became my 

avenue for staying in touch with educating children.  I 

have served as a weekly volunteer and also as a        

substitute.  From the beginning, I have been impressed 

with the program.  Kingswood is able to reach children 

in a way that public schools cannot and sometimes in a 

way that their homes do not.  Kingswood feeds their 

bodies, minds, and faith in God.  This program gives its 

volunteers an opportunity to receive more than they 

give. 
 

Julia Speight 

I was only a volunteer for a short time this year, 

but it was great to be able to be with these young 

people.  Actually, I think I got more out of being 

with them than they got from me. I love the        

enthusiasm of the children, their liveliness, their 

desire to do their best, and the different ways 

they express what they have learned during their 

devotion time.   Thanks for giving me this              

opportunity. 
 

Nancy Shelby 
Many thanks to all who have helped make a 

difference in the lives of our 18 Kingswood 

Kids.  We are thankful for every act of 

kindness and love! 

 Ruth Powers, Kingswood Director 
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Summer 2016 
 

AGAPE Class Invitation to Romans    

   Disciple Bible Study Series 

   Sanctuary Campus, Asbury Rm 
 

TIE Class  Bible Studies for Life 
   Summer Quarter series  
   MC Room 215 
 

BASIC Class DVD driven selected speakers 

   MC Room 301 
 

Bridges Class God’s Not Dead 

   by  Travis Thrasher              

   MC Room 218 
 

Motley Class Women of the Bible   
   from various books/sources 

   MC Room 223 
 

H2O Class  Will resume in the Fall      

   MC Room 309  
 

Wesley Class Revelation 
   N. T. Wright Series 
   MC Room 311 
 

Searchers  For college students 
   Join us on Facebook, too! 
   Weekly Topics; MC Room 221 
 

Family Matters The Book of Exodus 

   MC Room 310 
 

FFITT Class Revelation Study 

   by  Dr. Mickie Efird  

   MC Room 222 

For more info:   Call Mary Coleman at the 

church office or mcoleman@garberumc.com 

Some of our 

Adult Classes are not 

meeting this summer, but  

all classes that are meeting 

WELCOME visitors to join them 

at any point! 

HERE IS A LIST OF ALL OF 

OUR ADULT CLASSES AND WHAT 

THEY ARE STUDYING 

 THIS SUMMER 

 

CHECK 

THIS 

OUT! 
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

Kids in Christ Summer Sunday School! 

June 12 - August 21 

We realize that most families go on one or more fun vacations during the summer 
months, and kids go to camps, to visit grandparents, cousins, and friends.  But our   

Savior NEVER takes a weekend off!  So, when you are traveling, take the opportunity 
to worship with a church in the town in which you are visiting!   

And when you are in New Bern . . . . 

be sure to join us for a fun and exciting, Bible based, hands-on learning adventure this 

summer!  Kids will be grouped into multi-grade classes for the summer — providing 

growth of new relationships and the opportunity for older 

kids to mentor and assist the younger kids! 

Come to the children’s hall each week at  

9:30 to join in the fun! 

 

We welcome all ages to help us teach these easy and fun     
lessons!  If you can help, please contact Mary Coleman,  

  mcoleman@garberumc.com or call the office. 


